Pennsylvania Act 132 of 2008

Home Improvement Contractor Registration
· Home Improvement Contractors will need to register and complying with the law by July 1, 2009. 

· Any home improvement contractor, regardless of their state of operation, must be registered and operating within the law by this date.

· Registration is with the Bureau of Consumer Protection within the Office of Attorney General

· A $50 registration fee will be required every other year. (Upon registration, the company will be issued a contractor identification/registration number)

· Registrants must provide personal information of all parties of interest involved in the business

· The state issued registration number must be placed on the home contractor on all consumer documents (contracts, advertisements, business cards, etc), used by the home contractor, and advertising, with some noted exceptions. 

. 

· The law exempts contractors doing less than $5,000 in business annually from registering as well as home improvement retailers having a net worth of more than $50 million, however, their subs are required to register.

· Registration under this act eliminates any requirement of payment of registration or licensing to political subdivision, with some exceptions.

· The Act’s definition of “home improvement” and “home improvement contactor” is very broad and involves nearly all aspects of home maintenance/improvement, with some noted exclusions

· The home improvement contractor must carry and have proof of liability insurance covering personal injury and insurance covering property damage caused by work of a home improvement contractor.

· Mandates for written quotes, contracts and change orders are also limited in the type of language they may contain and the consumer rights that can be waived or required.

· For a home improvement contract in which the total price is more than $1,000, a contractor is limited in the amount and type of a deposit they can receive. 

· New criminal and civil penalties for Home Improvement Fraud, failure to register and comply with other requirements of the law are defined in the Act, with varying levels of civil and criminal penalties, including misdemeanors and felonies. 

· The AG and the county district attorneys will have authority to investigate and institute criminal proceedings for any violation of this act. The Administrative Offices of the Pennsylvania Courts is required to report to the Bureau of Consumer Protection any suspension or revocation of a certificate ordered by the court.

The Builders Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh, BAMP, in conjunction with its state affiliated organization, the Pennsylvania Builders Association, PBA, is ready, willing and able to assist contractors comply with the new law.  BAMP and PBA have initiated a plan of programs to inform its members and help with compliance, including the development of a model consumer contract approved by the Attorney General’s office.  For more information contact Jim Eichenlaub at the Builders Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh at jime@pghhomebuilders.com or call (412) 434-5690. 

